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The day after the election I wired Mr, Tilden
suggesting that as Governor of ISTew York he pro-
pose to Mr. Hayes, the Governor of Ohio, that they
unite upon a committee of eminent citizens, com-
posed in equal numbers of the friends of each, who
should proceed at once to Louisiana, which ap-
peared to be the objective point of greatest moment
to the already contested result. Pursuant to a tele-
graphic correspondence which followed, I left
Louisville that night for New Orleans. I was joined
en route by Mr. Lamar and General Walthal, of
Mississippi, and together we arrived in the Cres-
cent City Friday morning.

It has since transpired that the Republicans were
promptly advised by the Western Union Telegraph
Company of all that had passed over its wires, my
dispatches to Mr. Tilden being read in Republican
headquarters at least as soon as they reached Gram-
ercy Park.

Mr. Tilden did not adopt the plan of a direct
proposal to Mr. Hayes. Instead he chose a body
of Democrats to go to the "seat of war." But be-
fore any of them had arrived General .Grant, the
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